
True Crime 

 American Lightning by Howard Blum 

o In American Lightning, acclaimed author Howard Blum masterfully evokes the incredible 

circumstances that led to the original “crime of the century”—and an aftermath more 

dramatic than even the crime itself. Simultaneously offering the absorbing reading 

experience of a can’t-put-it-down thriller and the perception-altering resonance of a 

story whose reverberations continue even today, American Lightning is a 

masterpiece of narrative nonfiction. 

 Death in the City of Light: The Serial Killer of Nazi-Occupied Paris by David King 

o Death in the City of Light is the gripping, true story of a brutal serial killer who unleashed his 

own reign of terror in Nazi-Occupied Paris. As decapitated heads and dismembered body 

parts surfaced in the Seine, Commissaire Georges-Victor Massu, head of the Brigade 

Criminelle, was tasked with tracking down the elusive murderer in a twilight world of 

Gestapo, gangsters, resistance fighters, pimps, prostitutes, spies, and other shadowy figures 

of the Parisian underworld.    

 Did She Kill Him? by Kate Colquhoun 

o In the summer of 1889, young Southern belle Florence Maybrick stood trial for the alleged 

arsenic poisoning of her much older husband, Liverpool cotton merchant James Maybrick. 

'The Maybrick Mystery' had all the makings of a sensation: a pretty, flirtatious young girl; 

resentful, gossiping servants; rumours of gambling and debt; and torrid mutual infidelity. 

Historian Kate Colquhoun recounts an utterly absorbing tale of addiction, deception and 

adultery that keeps you asking to the very last page, did she kill him? 

 Eichman Before Jerusalem: The Unexamined Life of a Mass Murderer by Bettina 

Strangneth, translated by Ruth Martin 

o A total and groundbreaking reassessment of the life of Adolf Eichmann—a superb work of 

scholarship that reveals his activities and notoriety among a global network of National 

Socialists following the collapse of the Third Reich. A work that continues to garner immense 

international attention and acclaim, Eichmann Before Jerusalem maps out the astonishing 

links between innumerable past Nazis—from ace Luftwaffe pilots to SS henchmen—both in 

exile and in Germany, and reconstructs in detail the postwar life of one of the Holocaust’s 

principal organizers as no other book has done. 

 The Girls of Murder City: Fame, Lust, and the Beautiful Killers Who Inspired Chicago by 

Douglas Perry 

o In the tradition of Erik Larson's The Devil in the White City and Karen Abbott's Sin in the 

Second City, Douglas Perry vividly captures Jazz Age Chicago and the sensationalized circus 

atmosphere that gave rise to the concept of the celebrity criminal. Fueled by rich period 

detail and enlivened by a cast of characters who seemed destined for the stage, The Girls of 

Murder City is crackling social history that simultaneously presents the freewheeling spirit of 

the age and its sober repercussions. 

 



 Hunting the President by Mel Ayton 

o In American history, four U.S. Presidents have been murdered at the hands of an assassin. In 

each case the assassinations changed the course of American history. But most historians 

have overlooked or downplayed the many threats modern presidents have faced, and 

survived. Author Mel Ayton sets the record straight in his new book Hunting the President: 

Threats, Plots and Assassination Attempts—From FDR to Obama, telling the sensational 

story of largely forgotten—or never-before revealed—malicious attempts to slay America’s 

leaders 

 The Invention of Murder: How the Victorians Reveled in Death and Detection and 

Created Modern Crime by Judith Flanders 

o In this meticulously researched and engrossing book, Judith Flanders retells the gruesome 

stories of many different types of murder, both famous and obscure. With an irresistible 

cast of swindlers, forgers, and poisoners, the mad, the bad and the utterly dangerous, The 

Invention of Murder is both a mesmerizing tale of crime and punishment, and history at its 

most readable. 

 Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil: A Savannah Story by John Berendt 

o Shots rang out in Savannah's grandest mansion in the misty, early morning hours of May 2, 

1981. Was it murder or self-defense? For nearly a decade, the shooting and its aftermath 

reverberated throughout this hauntingly beautiful city of moss-hung oaks and shaded 

squares. John Berendt's sharply observed, suspenseful, and witty narrative reads like a 

thoroughly engrossing novel, and yet it is a work of nonfiction. Berendt skillfully interweaves 

a hugely entertaining first-person account of life in this isolated remnant of the Old South 

with the unpredictable twists and turns of a landmark murder case. 

 Midnight in Peking: How the Murder of a Young Englishwoman Haunted the Last Days of 

Old China by Paul French  

o Peking in 1937 is a heady mix of privilege and scandal, opulence and opium dens, rumors 

and superstition. The Japanese are encircling the city, and the discovery of Pamela Werner's 

body sends a shiver through already nervous Peking. Is it the work of a madman? One of the 

ruthless Japanese soldiers now surrounding the city? Or perhaps the dreaded fox spirits? 

With the suspect list growing and clues sparse, two detectives—one British and one 

Chinese—race against the clock to solve the crime before the Japanese invade and Peking as 

they know it is gone forever. Can they find the killer in time, before the Japanese invade? 

 The Murder Business: High Profile Crimes and the Corruption of Justice by Mark 

Fuhrman  

o In The Murder Business, Fuhrman argues that the media's approach to covering crime ("if it 

bleeds, it leads") has allowed many criminals to get away with murder and impeded the 

search for justice. The Murder Business presents a compelling plea for journalists, cops, and 

citizens to demand higher ethical standards in the pursuit of justice. 

 

 

 



 The People Who Eat Darkness by Richard Lloyd Parry 

o 'People Who Eat Darkness' is, by turns, a non-fiction thriller, a courtroom drama and the 

biography of both a victim and a killer. It is the story of a young woman who fell prey to 

unspeakable evil, and of a loving family torn apart by grief. And it is a fascinating insight into 

one of the world's most baffling and mysterious societies, a light shone into dark corners of 

Japan that the rest of the world has never glimpsed before. 

 Psycho USA: Famous American Killers You Never Heard Of by Harold Schechter 

o Spurred by profit, passion, paranoia, or perverse pleasure, these killers—the Witch of Staten 

Island, the Smutty Nose Butcher, the Bluebeard of Quiet Dell, and many others—span three 

centuries and a host of harrowing murder methods. Dramatized in the pages of penny 

dreadfuls, sensationalized in tabloid headlines, and immortalized in “murder ballads” and 

classic fiction by Edgar Allan Poe and Theodore Dreiser, the demonic denizens of Psycho USA 

may be long gone to the gallows—but this insidiously irresistible slice of gothic Americana 

will ensure that they’ll no longer be forgotten. 

 The Wrong Carlos: Anatomy of a Wrongful Execution by James S. Liebman 

o n 1989, Texas executed Carlos DeLuna, a poor Hispanic man with childlike intelligence, for 

the murder of Wanda Lopez, a convenience store clerk. His execution passed unnoticed for 

years until a team of Columbia Law School faculty and students almost accidentally chose to 

investigate his case and found that DeLuna almost certainly was innocent. They discovered 

that no one had cared enough about either the defendant or the victim to make sure the 

real perpetrator was found. Everything that could go wrong in a criminal case did. This book 

documents DeLuna's conviction, which was based on a single, nighttime, cross-ethnic 

eyewitness identification with no corroborating forensic evidence. The result is eye-opening 

yet may not be unusual. Faulty eyewitness testimony, shoddy legal representation, and 

prosecutorial misfeasance continue to put innocent people at risk of execution. The 

principal investigators conclude with novel suggestions for improving accuracy among the 

police, prosecutors, forensic scientists, and judges. 


